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A Surprise Strike
As the nation began another
workday, 19 terrorists hijacked
four airplanes heading from East
Coast airports to California. The
hijackers crashed two of the jets
into the twin towers of the
World Trade Center in New York
City. They slammed a third plane
into the Pentagon outside
Washington, D.C. The fourth
plane crashed into an empty
field in Pennsylvania after 

passengers apparently fought
the hijackers.

The attacks destroyed the
World Trade Center and badly
damaged a section of the
Pentagon. In all, some 3,000 peo-
ple died. Life for Americans would
never be the same after that day.
Before, most U.S. citizens viewed
terrorism as something that hap-
pened in other countries. Now
they knew it could happen on
their soil as well.

Officials soon learned that those
responsible for the attacks were
part of a largely Islamic terrorist
network known as al-Qaeda.
Observers, including many
Muslims, accuse al-Qaeda of
preaching a false and extreme
form of Islam. Its members believe,
among other things, that the
United States and other Western
nations are evil.

U.S. president George W. Bush
vowed to hunt down all those
responsible for the attacks. In addi-
tion, he called for a greater inter-
national effort to combat global
terrorism. “This battle will take
time and resolve,” the president
declared. “But make no mistake
about it: we will win.”

Securing the
Nation
As the Bush Administration began
its campaign against terrorism, it

TERRORISM AND THE WAR IN IRAQ

Terrorism is the use of violence against people or property to force
changes in societies or governments. Acts of terrorism are not new.
Throughout history, individuals and groups have used terror tactics 
to achieve political or social goals. 

In recent decades, however, terrorist groups have carried out 
increasingly destructive and high-profile attacks. The growing threat 
of terrorism has caused many people to feel vulnerable and afraid.
However, it also has prompted action from many nations, including 
the United States. 

Many of the terrorist activities of the late 20th century occurred far
from U.S. soil. As a result, most Americans felt safe from such violence.
All that changed, however, on the morning of September 11, 2001.
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CALIFORNIA STANDARDS

HI1 Students explain the central
issues and problems from the
past, placing people and events
in a matrix of time and place.
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also sought to prevent any fur-
ther attacks on America. In
October 2001, the president
signed into law the USA Patriot
Act. The law gave the federal
government a broad range of
new powers to strengthen nation-
al security. 

The new law enabled officials
to detain foreigners suspected of
terrorism for up to seven days
without charging them with a
crime. Officials could also monitor
all phone and Internet use by sus-
pects, and prosecute terrorist
crimes without any time restric-
tions or limitations. 

In addition, the government
created a new cabinet position,
the Department of Homeland
Security, to coordinate national
efforts against terrorism.
President Bush named former
Pennsylvania governor Tom 
Ridge as the first Secretary of
Homeland Security.

Some critics charged that a
number of the government’s new
anti-terrorism measures violated
people’s civil rights. Supporters
countered that occasionally 
limiting some civil liberties was
justified in the name of greater
national security.

The federal government also
stepped in to ensure greater secu-
rity at the nation’s airports. The
September 11 attacks had origi-
nated at several airports, with
four hijackings occurring at nearly
the same time. In November 2001,
President Bush signed the
Aviation and Transportation
Security Act into law. The law put
the federal government in charge
of airport security. Before, individ-
ual airports had been responsible
for security. The new law created
a federal security force to inspect
passengers and carry-on bags. It
also required the screening of
checked baggage.

While the September 11
attacks shook the United States,
they also strengthened the
nation’s unity and resolve. In
2003, officials approved plans to
rebuild on the World Trade
Center site and construct a
memorial. Meanwhile, the coun-
try has grown more unified as
Americans recognize the need to
stand together against terrorism.

Underneath a U.S. flag posted amid the rubble of the World Trade Center, rescue
workers search for survivors of the attack.

Stunned bystanders look on as smoke billows from the twin towers of the World Trade
Center moments after an airplane slammed into each one.
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The Rise of
Terrorism
The problem of modern interna-
tional terrorism first gained 
world attention during the 1972
Summer Olympic Games in
Munich, Germany. Members of a
Palestinian terrorist group killed
two Israeli athletes and took nine
others hostage. Five of the terror-
ists, all the hostages, and a police
officer were later killed in a
bloody gun battle.

Since then, terrorist activities
have occurred across the globe. In
Europe, the Irish Republican Army
(IRA) used terrorist tactics for
decades against Britain. The IRA
has long opposed British control
of Northern Ireland. Since 1998,
the two sides have been working

toward a peaceful solution to
their conflict. In South America, a
group known as the Shining Path
terrorized the residents of Peru
throughout the late 20th century.
The group sought to overthrow
the government and establish a
Communist state. 

Africa, too, has seen its share
of terrorism. Groups belonging
to the al-Qaeda terrorist organi-
zation operated in many
African countries. Indeed, offi-
cials have linked several major
attacks against U.S. facilities in
Africa to al-Qaeda. In 1998, for
example, bombings at the U.S.
embassies in Kenya and
Tanzania left more than 200
dead and 5,000 injured.

Most terrorists work in a simi-
lar way: targeting high profile

events or crowded places where
people normally feel safe. They
include such places as subway
stations, bus stops, restaurants,
or shopping malls. Terrorists
choose these spots carefully in
order to gain the most attention
and to achieve the highest level
of intimidation.

Terrorists use bullets and
bombs as their main weapons. In
recent years, however, some ter-
rorist groups have used biological
and chemical agents in their
attacks. These actions involve the
release of bacteria or poisonous
gas into the air. Gas was the
weapon of choice for a radical
Japanese religious cult, Aum
Shinrikyo. In 1995, cult members
released sarin, a deadly nerve gas,
in subway stations in Tokyo.
Twelve people were killed and
more than 5,700 injured. The pos-
sibility of this type of terrorism is
particularly worrisome, because
biochemical agents are relatively
easy to acquire.

Fighting Back

The attack against the United States on September 11, 2001, represent-
ed the single most deadly act of terrorism in modern history. By that
time, however, few regions of the world had been spared from terrorist
attacks. Today, America and other nations are responding to terrorism in
a variety of ways.

TERRORISM AND THE WAR IN IRAQ

YEAR

1972

1983

1995

1998

2002

EVENT

Palestinians take Israeli hostages at Summer Olympics;
hostages and terrorists die in gun battle with police

Terrorists detonate truck bomb at U.S. marine barracks, 
killing 241

Religious extremists release lethal gas into subway stations,
killing 12 and injuring thousands

Faction of Irish Republican Army sets off car bomb, killing 29

Rebels from Chechnya seize a crowded theater; rescue effort
leaves more than 100 hostages and all the terrorists dead

PLACE

Munich, Germany

Beirut, Lebanon

Tokyo, Japan

Omagh, Northern Ireland

Moscow, Russia

Terrorism: A Global Problem



Hunting Down
Terrorists
Most governments have adopted
an aggressive approach to tracking
down and punishing terrorist
groups. This approach includes spy-
ing on the groups to gather infor-
mation on membership and future
plans. It also includes striking back
harshly after a terrorist attack, even
to the point of assassinating known
terrorist leaders.

Another approach that govern-
ments use is to make it more diffi-
cult for terrorists to act. This
involves eliminating a terrorist
group’s source of funding.
President Bush issued an executive
order freezing the U.S. assets of
alleged terrorist organizations as
well as various groups accused of
supporting terrorism. President
Bush asked other nations to freeze
such assets as well. By the spring of
2002, the White House reported,
the United States and other coun-
tries had blocked nearly $80 million
in alleged terrorist assets.  

Battling al-Qaeda
In one of the more aggressive
responses to terrorism, the United
States quickly took military action
against those it held responsible for
the September 11 attacks. 

U.S. officials had determined
that members of the al-Qaeda ter-
rorist group had carried out the
assault under the direction of the
group’s leader, Osama bin Laden.
Bin Laden was a Saudi Arabian mil-
lionaire who lived in Afghanistan.
He directed his terrorist activities
under the protection of the coun-
try’s extreme Islamic government,
known as the Taliban.

The United States
demanded that the Taliban
turn over bin Laden. The
Taliban refused. In October
2001, U.S. forces began
bombing Taliban air defens-
es, airfields, and command
centers. They also struck
numerous al-Qaeda training
camps. On the ground, the
United States provided assis-
tance to rebel groups
opposed to the Taliban. By
December, the United States
had driven the Taliban from
power and severely weak-
ened the al-Qaeda network.
However, as of September
2004, Osama bin Laden was
still believed to be at large.
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Troops battling the Taliban in Afghanistan await transport by helicopter.

Osama bin Laden delivers a videotaped
message from a hidden location shortly after
the U.S.-led strikes against Afghanistan began.
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The Path to War
One of the main concerns about
Saddam Hussein was his possible
development of so-called
weapons of mass destruction.
These are weapons that can kill
large numbers of people. They
include chemical and biological
agents as well as nuclear devices. 

Bowing to world pressure,
Hussein allowed inspectors from
the United Nations to search Iraq
for such outlawed weapons.
Some investigators, however,
insisted that the Iraqis were not
fully cooperating with the 
inspections.

U.S. and British officials soon
threatened to use force to disarm
Iraq. During his State of the
Union address in January 2003,
President Bush declared Hussein
too great a threat to ignore in an
age of increased terrorism.
Reminding Americans of the
September 11 attacks, Bush stat-
ed, “Imagine those 19 hijackers
with other weapons and other
plans—this time armed by
Saddam Hussein. It would take
one vial, one canister, one crate
slipped into this country to bring
a day of horror like none we have
ever known. We will do every-

thing in our power to make sure
that day never comes.”

Operation Iraqi
Freedom
In the months that followed, the
UN Security Council debated
what action to take. Some 
countries, such as France and
Germany, called for letting the
inspectors continue searching for
weapons. British prime minister
Tony Blair, however, accused the
Iraqis of “deception and evasion”
and insisted inspections would
never work.

On March 17, President Bush
gave Saddam Hussein and his top
aides 48 hours to leave the coun-
try or face a military strike. The
Iraqi leader refused. On March 19,
a coalition led by the United
States and Britain launched air
strikes in and around the Iraqi
capital, Baghdad. The next day,
coalition forces marched into Iraq
though Kuwait. The invasion of
Iraq to remove Saddam Hussein,
known as Operation Iraqi
Freedom, had begun.

The military operation met
with strong opposition from
numerous countries. Russian 

president Vladimir Putin
claimed the invasion could “in

no way be justified.” He and
others criticized the policy of
attacking a nation to prevent it
from future misdeeds. U.S. and
British officials, however, argued
that they would not wait for
Hussein to strike first. 

As coalition troops marched
north to Baghdad, they met pock-
ets of stiff resistance and engaged
in fierce fighting in several south-
ern cities. Meanwhile, coalition
forces parachuted into northern
Iraq and began moving south
toward the capital city. By early
April, Baghdad had fallen and the
regime of Saddam Hussein had
collapsed. After less than four
weeks of fighting, the coalition
had won the war. 

The War in Iraq

TERRORISM AND THE WAR IN IRAQ

In the ongoing battle against terrorism, the United
States confronted the leader of Iraq, Saddam Hussein.
The longtime dictator had concerned the world commu-
nity for years. During the 1980s, Hussein had used chemical
weapons to put down a rebellion in his own country. In 1990, he had
invaded neighboring Kuwait—only to be pushed back by a U.S.-led 
military effort. In light of such history, many viewed Hussein as an
increasing threat to peace and stability in the world. As a result, the Bush
Administration led an effort in early 2003 to remove Hussein from power. 

U.S. Army Specialist Shoshana Johnson
was one of several Americans held
prisoner and eventually released during
the war in Iraq.



The Struggle
Continues 
Despite the coalition victory,
much work remained in Iraq.
The United States installed a
civil administrator, retired diplo-
mat L. Paul Bremer, to help
oversee the rebuilding of the
nation. With the help of 
Bremer and others, the Iraqis

established their own
interim government
several months after
the war. The new gov-
erning body went to
work creating a consti-
tution and planning
democratic elections. 

Meanwhile, intelli-
gence officials searched
for clues of Saddam
Hussein’s whereabouts.
The defeated dictator
was captured near his
hometown of Tikrit on
December 13, 2003.
Despite Hussein’s cap-
ture, numerous U.S.
troops had to remain
behind to help maintain
order and battle
pockets of Iraqi
insurgents—dif-
ferent groups
made up of
Hussein loyalists,
followers of
rebel Islamic cler-

ics, and terrorists with links
to al-Qaeda.

Finally, weapons inspec-
tors were not able to find
any weapons of mass dis-
truction in the months after
major combat had ended.
The governments of the
United States and Britain
issued reports in 2004 

saying that pre-war 
intelligence regarding such
weapons was flawed.

Despite the unresolved issues,
coalition leaders declared the
defeat of Saddam Hussein to be a
victory for global security. In a post-
war speech to U.S. troops aboard
the aircraft carrier USS Abraham
Lincoln, President Bush urged the
world community to keep moving
forward in its battle against terror-
ism. “We do not know the day of
final victory, but we have seen the
turning of the tide,” declared the
president. “No act of the terrorists
will change our purpose, or weak-
en our resolve, or alter their fate.
Their cause is lost. Free nations will
press on to victory.”
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1. Main Ideas
a. What steps did the U.S. government take to make

the nation more secure after the attacks on
September 11, 2001? (HI2)

b. Why did the United States take military action
against the Taliban in Afghanistan? (HI2)

c. What was the result of Operation Iraqi Freedom?
(HI2)

2. Critical Thinking
Analyzing Issues Is it important for the U.S. govern-
ment to respect people’s civil rights as it wages a war
against terrorism? Why or why not? (REP4)

THINK ABOUT
• what steps are necessary to protect the nation
•  a government that grows too powerful

Special Report Assessment

As the regime of Saddam Hussein collapsed, statues of
the dictator toppled.

President George W. Bush and British prime
minister Tony Blair stood together throughout 
the war.
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